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Annex A 

 
Note 1: This Annex A includes a copy of Regulation 7 of the Event Regulations for WAC19 that pertain to 
Grievance and Disputes.  If any discrepancy exists between below and the Event Regulations, the Event 
Regulations will take precedence. 
 
Note 2: There is no need to include this Annex A when submitting a Form to Officials.  It is included for 
reference purposes only. 
 
7.  GRIEVANCES & DISPUTES (FROM WAC 19 EVENT SCHEDULE) 
 
7.1 All matters related to scoring a performance on course shall be at the sole decision of the Judge.  
Notwithstanding, video replay from an officially designated video camera may be used to respond to a formal 
and registered dispute regarding the decision of the Judge.  In any judging dispute the Judge in question 
should be involved in the subsequent decision to overturn the original decision.   

7.1.1   Individual video cameras from a team member or spectator shall not be used to resolve a judging 
dispute. Under all circumstances, the only video replay that will be used for disputes is the official video 
camera. 

7.1.2   The IFCS Council, in consultation with the Judges Panel and Host organiser, will be responsible for the 
set-up and use of an official video camera (if any).  The IFCS Council, in consultation with the Judges Panel 
and the Host organisers may decide that due to specific circumstances, there will be no use and/or further use 
of an official video camera at the Championships for use in a judge’s dispute.   

7.1.3   The Judges Panel will consist of all judges that officiate at the WAC event and a Chief Judge (in 
accordance with IFCS Agility Rules).  The Chief Judge may or may not be actually judging a class during the 
WAC event.  The Chief Judge is the Chairman of the Judges Panel.  The Chief Judge will be appointed by the 
IFCS Council prior to the event. 
 
7.1.4  If a team wishes to dispute a judge’s decision, the Team Representative (i.e., Team Captain, Manager or 
Coach) is to lodge an official dispute form with the Chief Judge or other duly nominated official within 15 
minutes of the judges call or incident in dispute.  The Chief Judge or other official nominated to accept 
dispute forms is not to be approached by multiple team members during a dispute, but rather by their Team 
Representative.   
 
7.1.4.1  A Judge may require a re-run during the running of a class, at their discretion.  However, there will be 
no re-runs due to the submission of a dispute form for Agility-Standard and Jumping Classes.  At the end of 
the round of the last dog in the last height class for Agility-Standard and Jumping Classes, the course will be 
finished and the ring made available for building the next course. 
 
7.1.5 The official dispute form shall be used to report and manage disputes regarding interpretation or 
application of regulations by the judge (regardless of whether an official video camera is in use).   
 
7.1.6 The dispute form will include the following information: 

o Course and Date 
o Name of the Member Nation submitting the Dispute 
o Handlers name 
o Dog’s name 
o Dog’s height class 
o Details of the dispute 
o Name and Signature of Team Representative 
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7.1.7  Each National Team may submit no more than one (1) dispute per height Class, no more than two (2) 
disputes per any one course (all height classes)  and no more than three (3) disputes per day, unless such 
dispute is found in favor of the Member Nation.  In this case, the Member Nation (National Team) retains 
their right to dispute under this provision.   The Chief Judge is responsible to manage any dispute forms and 
the dispute process. 
 
7.1.8  Once the official dispute form has been lodged and accepted, then the Chief Judge or a nominated Judge 
(from the Judges Panel) is to review the dispute and decide if it a dispute that may be resolved by use of 
official video replay.  If so, then they are to find out if there is a record of the dispute on the official video and 
view such record.  Conflict of interest should be taken into account at this stage and if the dispute involves the 
official’s own country or there exists another potential conflict of interest, then the official should pass the 
matter to another authorised official for review.   
 
7.1.9  If it is determined by the Chief Judge (or delegate) after watching the official video replay and 
considering the issues of the dispute, that the Judge made the right decision and the official video clearly and 
conclusively (100%) shows that the Judge made the correct call, the Team Representative is to be given the 
opportunity to view the official video replay.   If the Team Representative agrees, then form can be signed off.  
In this instance no further action is required and the completed dispute form is to be stored and managed by 
the Chief Judge. 

7.1.10 If it is determined by the Chief Judge (or delegate) after watching the official video replay and 
considering the issues of the dispute, that the official video does not show clearly and conclusively (100%) if 
the Judge made the correct call or not, then the dispute process is to be followed as per the steps below:  

 Official video to be shown to the Team Representative. 

 Notify the Judge (at the earliest appropriate time – usually at a height change, or end of Judging) and 
the Judge who made the call will have the right to review the official video and to determine if they 
will overturn their own decision or not.   

 After watching the official video, if the Judge is willing to overturn their call, then the change is to be 
recorded on the dispute form and be signed by the Judge.  The Team Representative is to be notified 
and the dispute form is to be given to the Competition Secretary so that results can be amended.   

 After watching the official video, if the Judge is not willing to overturn their call, then in the absence 
of any official video to conclusively (100%) show the call should be overturned, the original call by 
the Judge is to stand.  The Judge’s decision not to change their call is to be recorded on the dispute 
form and be signed by the Judge.  The Team Representative is to be notified and the dispute form is to 
be stored and managed by the official Competition Secretary and/or Chief Judge.  In this case, with no 
clear video review either way, the Judges call is final and there is no further right to dispute. 
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7.1.11 If it is determined by the Chief Judge (or delegate) after watching the official video replay and 
considering the issues of the dispute, that the official video does show clearly and conclusively (100%) that 
the Judge made the incorrect call, then the dispute process is to be followed as per the steps below:  

 Official video to be shown to the Team Representative. 

 Notify the Judge (at the earliest appropriate time – usually at a height change, or end of Judging) and 
the Judge who made the call will have the right to review the official video and to determine if they 
will overturn their own decision or not.   

 After watching the official video, if the Judge is willing to overturn their call, then the change is to be 
recorded on the dispute form and be signed by the Judge.  The Team Representative is to be notified 
and the dispute form is to be given to the Competition Secretary so that results can be amended.   

 After watching the official video, if the Judge is not willing to overturn their call, and with official 
video conclusively (100%) showing the call should be overturned, the Chief Judge is to call together 
the Judges Panel and/or IFCS Council members and form a Review Panel of five impartial officials 
(not including the Judge in dispute).  The Review Panel selected should not have any conflict of 
interest and should not represent the country in question for the dispute.   

 The Review Panel is to review all facts and the official video footage and a vote is to be taken to 
either stay with the Judges call or overturn the call and agree with the dispute.  It requires a majority 
vote to overturn the Judge.  The result of the vote is final and is to be recorded on the dispute form, 
along with all names of the Review Panel.  The Team Representative and the Judge are to be made 
aware of the result of the ruling by the Review Board.  If the Judge’s call is overturned, then the Judge 
that made the call has no right of reply.  If the Judge’s call is overturned, the dispute form must be 
taken to the Secretary as soon as possible so that results can be amended.   

7.2  In any dispute or grievance that may arise with regards to clarification of these Event Regulations 
and/or the Agility Rules, or against an individual Official or a Team Member, a Dispute Form shall also be 
filed with the Chief Judge or nominated official.  If the dispute involves the Chief Judge, the Dispute Form 
may be lodged directly with an IFCS Council Member.  The decision regarding the dispute shall be 
rendered jointly by the Judge’s Panel for the event and IFCS Council members in attendance (taking into 
account any conflict of interest that may require absence from any vote).  In an extreme or sensitive 
situation the dispute or grievance may be passed directly to the IFCS Council and the Committee of 
Organisers and dealt with as per section 7.3. The IFCS Council will (depending on sensitivity) decide if the 
completed Dispute Form will be stored with the Official Competition Secretary, Chief Judge or kept with 
the IFCS Council. 

7.3  Any and all other matters related to discipline or grievances that falls outside the guidelines of 7.1 and 
7.2 shall be heard and resolved by a Grievance Committee, which shall be appointed without bias by the 
Committee of Organisers and shall include IFCS Council members in attendance and a member of each 
National delegation present at the event to the extent possible, as well as from among the Panel of Judges 
and Committee of Organisers.   

7.4 Through participation in this event, all Handlers and their delegation willingly and freely agree to abide by 
these Event Regulations and the IFCS Agility Rules, to respect the decisions of the Judges, Disputes 
Committee, Committee of Organisers and the Grievance Committee as final.   


